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Christine Rossi,

MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD AND STAFF

Dear Friends of North Valley Music School,

For most nonprofits across the Flathead Valley, it’s been a difficult year, but it’s also been one that brought
about unprecedented creativity as leaders developed new ways to serve our community.

Over the past year, with careful leadership, North Valley Music School has proven that music educa-
tion and performance can persevere and thrive even in the most challenging situations.

Weekly private lessons increased compared to last year and teachers pivoted quickly to a virtual
teaching model so students of all ages had the option of remote learning. Our Founders’ Circle was
relaunched in July and our scholarship program ensures no child will be left “untuned.”

There are many people to thank for helping NVMS. We are thankful for the support and guidance
from our NVMS Board of Directors and Advisors, both comprised of a diverse group of involved
community members who are committed to changing lives and our community through music. We
appreciate our parents and students who make music a priority in their lives. A huge thank you goes

NVMS Board President o our individual and foundation donors, and our corporate partners who stepped up this year to help turn

Deidre Corson,
NVMS Executive Director

our fundraising goals into reality. Last, but certainly not least, we are grateful for our trusted Executive Direc-
tor, Deidre Corson, and the passionate, hardworking staff and instructors at NVMS.

North Valley Music School is a safe, welcoming, and joyful musical environment for students of all ages,
teachers, and community members. Stop by and say hello when you have a chance and remember it’s never
too late to learn how to play an instrument!

Christine Rossi, NVMS Board President

Dear Friends and Music Lovers,

Music unites, music heals, and when there are no words, music speaks. I include these words in most of my donor
thank-you notes because I believe them to be some of my ultimate truths. In the midst of isolation and shelter-
ing-in-place, music pulled us together. Through the windows, from the porches, across the digital waves,
music is a language we all understand. When we were feeling down, burnt out, and overworked, we turned
to the musicians in our lives for peace, solace, and respite. Music healed our worried and tired souls. And
when we faced loneliness, exhaustion, anger, social injustice, it was music that helped fill our hearts.

In early March when lockdown began, North Valley Music School realized there was an opportunity to
move operations to an online model. Faculty and students connected through Zoom, Facetime, Google
Hangouts, and Skype. Classes were offered at nocharge to support financially challenged and isolated
families. We weren' sure it would work, but the feedback was positive. Even when safe and socially distant,
in-person lessons returned, our remote lessons and classes remained an option for all students. Relatives
and friends from across the globe can even attend their loved ones’ recitals. We realized we can change more
lives through music despite our distance!

There is a silver lining hidden in all this chaos. 'm reminded of a quote from Edith Eger, a 92-year-old holocaust
survivor who managed to uncover her own silver lining as an Auschwitz survivor. She said, “I can walk through the
valley of darkness, but I won't camp there.” Those are powerful words! Eger and her sister helped each other see hope
despite their situation. Her words have helped me push through through these uncertain times, this unprecedented
year, and through the fear of not knowing what will come next. Let’s follow their example and ask ourselves, “what’s
next?” instead of succumbing to negativity. Dust off your ukulele or guitar, plug in your keyboard and use music to
help change your life, your community and your world. Push through your own valley of darkness and grasp the
light of opportunity.

North Valley Music School is open and we can't wait to see you. Visit our website or give us a call to discover what's
next. We offer flexible lesson options and scholarships are available.

Gratefully yours,
Deidre Corson, NVMS Executive Director

2019-2020 YEAR IN REVIEW

NVMS was honored to once again
take part in the Whitefish Commu-
nity Foundation’s 2019 Great Fish
Community Challenge. Together we
raised $83,990.57 plus a matching
grant for the Community Founda-
tion of $9,800 totaling $93,416.74
to help change lives and our
community through music. Thank
you to everyone that helped support
North Valley Music School!

The NVMS Faculty Concert was
held at the Presbyterian Church this
year. It was a Halloween treat with
programming from Phantom of the
Opera to Elton John. If you haven'
seen this free community concert,
it's a one of a kind show put on by
our diverse and extremely talented
faculty every year.

Fall music programs included
private lessons for all ages, pre-
school classes, adult Learn to Plays,
our weekly Acoustic Jam, and

the NVMS Glee Club, our free

children’s choir. The ever popular
cross-generational Music Together
classes were held at the Springs at
Whitefish. We added a music thera-
py program, group music classes for
5-7 year olds, a pre-school holiday
program, and Music Tech classes.
New free offerings included: Song-
writers Night, a beginner communi-
ty orchestra, a monthly Teen Open
Mic, and outreach support in the
Whitefish School’s music ensembles.
New private studios for saxophone,
trumpet, double bass, and percus-
sion were added to our offerings.
Two rooms are being rented at the
Presbyterian Church and NVMS
expanded into a satellite location in
Eureka. Our wings are spreading!
Thank you, Great Fish Challenge
donors, Corporate Partners, and

NVMS supporters!

On March 16, 2020, at the decade
high of NVMS enrollments, the
Governor of Montana declared

a shelter-in-place. NVMS lead-
ership acted quickly and moved

all operations online and remote.
Several teachers and students began
their online musical journey that
same day! We are grateful so many
students were able to continue
enriching their lives through music
from home!

Due to the pandemic, the NVMS
spring concert, Montana Music
Event and Music Matters Luncheon
were all canceled, but we did an
online concert series for the Day of
Giving and raised $6590. During
the 2020 Great Fish Challenge we
also opened the online concerts and
did a PPP (Pandemic Porch Perfor-
mance) Series to raise awareness of
the campaign. As of September 18,
2020 we had raised almost $80,000
from over 200 donors! Thank you
to everyone that supports NVMS
programs! Together we are changing
lives through music.

Annual Operating Budget $299,675

ANNUAL INCOME 2019/20
Restricted Income 16,900
Fundraising and Events 138,262

Programs 205,224

TOTAL ANNUAL INCOME 360,386

ANNUAL EXPENSE 2019/20
Restricted Expense 74,000
Fundraising and Events 10,075
Programs 174,043
General Operations 112,775

TOTAL ANNUAL EXPENSE 370,893
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FACULTY SPOTLIGHT — CHRISTIAN JOHNSON

CHRISTIAN JOHNSON, INSTRUCTOR AT NVMS

For those that do not (or choose not to) recognize me, my name is Christian Johnson. I have been performing

around the US and abroad since I was 12yrs old. On a bet, I hitch-hiked from Carson City, NV to Billings, MT

in 1970 to join an established rock band. It was
then, I adopted this outstanding state as my
home. Most notably, I was an original member
of the Mission Mountain Wood Band that made
quite a bit of noise at the national level through
the years and remains a musically important part
of Montana history. I have mostly retired from
that extensive road life to become a local perform-
er, luthier, and music teacher.

I started teaching guitar, mandolin, fiddle,
violin, uke, and electric bass for the North
Valley Music School in early 2008 and much to
my surprise, have been enjoying it immensely.
I never would have guessed how rewarding it
is to see a student suddenly light up when they
feel the pulse in real-time and hit the notes or
chords with confidence! Sharing music has al-
ways been a part of my career but teaching the
step by step process of achieving competence
on an instrument is awesome, especially in the

Christian Johnson teaches guitar, mandolin, fiddle, violin, uke, and electric bass

warm and welcoming environment of the little Victorian on Spokane Avenue with the sign out front,

The North Valley Music School.
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Music produces a kind of

pleasure which human

nature cannot do without.

CONFUCIUS

The Shors Family
(Heidi, Andy, Jake,
Allie and Sammie),
NVMS Family

On-line class offers children the opportunity to participate and enjoy all aspects of music during the 2020 pandemic.

PUSHING THROUGH THE PANDEMIC

n
tudents'and teachers masking up for lessons

FROM OUR SUPPORTERS

"North Valley Music School has become part of our family and
we have become part of theirs. We have three children, 10 years
old twins and an 8-year-old. Three years ago we wanted to get
them started in piano and were looking for a
warm welcoming environment to do so. No
one could be luckier than to fall into lessons
with Jenny Wickland. She exudes kind-

ness, smiles, and warmth while instilling an
enjoyable and fun foundation of piano. Each
week, our kids enjoy their 30-minute lesson,
and all of a sudden I hear them with a new
piano song that they are excited to play for
their next recital! We spend an hour and a
half at the music school each week, I usually
wait there.

During their piano lessons we learned about
Glee Club. Glee Club is a program run by
Karen Pogorzelski. It is funded by grants from the Cadeau
Foundation and the Great Fish Community Challenge Donors.
Glee Club invites children ages 7-12 in the community to learn
choir singing and performance skills. It is truly amazing to see
these kids grow in their comfort of being in front of audienc-
es and big rooms full of adults. Karen is a warm, laughing,
kid-loving, talented musician that has grown this program from
a few students to a packed class with a waiting list. This is our
third year with Karen and Glee Club. Our week is filled with
North Valley Music School all year and we are so grateful."

— Heidi Shors, NVMS Family

"When the schools closed for the
COVID-19 pandemic, NVMS seamless-

ly and successfully transitioned to online
instruction. Amidst all of that uncertainty,
when our instinct was to hunker down and
cut down on extracurriculars, North Val-

ley was able to offer us a scholarship. This
generosity allowed the boys to continue their
education with some semblance of normalcy

through all of the upheaval."

— Ashley, COVID19 scholarship family

We support NVMS
because we know music
can change the lives
of children in many
positive ways from
stimulating creativity,
developing confidence,
a sense of
responsibility,
accountability and
accomplishment
at a young age.

It’s a great investment
in the children and
a well balanced

community.

— John Kramer & John McBride,
NVMS donors
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Producer $25,000+
John Kramer

Director $10,000 - $24,999
Charles Schwab, Inc.

Lodge at Whitefish Lake

State of Montana

Whitefish Community Foundation

Conductor $5,000-$7,500
Glacier Bank

Montana Arts Council
Whitefish Credit Union

Virtuoso $2,500 - $4,999
Alaska Community Foundation
Summerfield and Julie Baldridge
Bill Howard

Herb Kameon Charitable Trust
Nancy and Jesse Thompson

Rock Star $1,000 - $2,500
David and Ruth Ackroyd

AGL Foundation

Angora Ridge Foundation
Summerfield and Julie Baldridge
Sharlot Battin

Kay and Bill Burg

Cadeau Foundation

Pat and Missy Carloss

Sean and Dee Anna Dillon
Marshall and Kathy Friedman
Hagale Family Fund

Paul and Ann Jeremiassen
Kramer Family Fund

Dave and Sherry Lesar

Tom and Teresa Quinn

Hi, Ho the Derro, a zooming we will go...

Henry and Susan Ricklefs
Soroptimist International of
Whitefish

Edie Tinkler

Ben and Katie Ward

David and Judy Williams
Doug and Bet Wise

Music Makers $500 - $999
Lin and Kathy Akey
Anonymous

William and Elizabeth Bayne
Rebecca Broussard

Mark and Lynnette Donaldson
First Interstate Bank Foundation
gift match for Eric Schmidt
Marge Fisher

Sandy Gray and Cameron Blake
Dan and Betsy Kohnstamm
Pat LaTourelle

Gilbert and Joyce Lynch

Jim Miller and Jill Henderson
North Valley Hospital

Dick and Jane Solberg
Specialty Bottle

Ann Steck

Edith Tinkler

Betty Lou Wambeke

Steve and Linda Wendfeldt

Whitefish Personalized Health Care

NVMS Fans $5 - $499
Charlie and Susan Abell
Kathy Adams

Joe Akey

Anonymous (3)

aaaaa

Naomi Barnes, 0D

John and Mary Ellen Barr
Lynn Beck

Michael Bennett & MerryLynn
Southers

Rick and Bonnie Billuni
Lindsay and Karen Blanton
James and Virginia Bowland
Ralph and Stephanie Boyer
Gretchen Boyer

Ross Bridgeman

Jessica & Nathan Brooks
Kirk Bryan

Len and Sharon Bussard
Matthew Bussard

Toby Scott of Cabin 6, Inc.
Sarah Campbell

G. Cheston Carey lIl Fund
Mary Carloss

William and Susan Carpenter
Eric Casriel

Myrna Chamberlin

Diane Conradi

Tim and Deidre Corson

Bill and Tina Corwin

Todd Cowart

Karl and Kathy Cozad

Matt and Kate Daniels
Charles and Marvilla Davis
Joyce DeFranco

Helga DeGrandpre

Diane Dickerson

Don DuBeau and Jeanne Tallman
Ebru Erdini

Judy and David Feffer

The dedicated faculty at NVMS continue to inspire new generations of musicians.

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS, SPONSORS AND FRIENDS.

Kendall Flint and Kate Sako
Allen and Miriam Foster

Fun Beverage Inc.

Davey Gordon

Dick Gordon and Cheryl Watkins
David Grady & Linda Engh-Grady
H&R Block Foundation Gift Match
for Victoria Reich

Rodger and Arline Hankins
John and Kathi Hartlieb

David and Melissa Hartman
Chris Heaton

Kester Heaton

Judith Heleva

Rob and Karin Hilding

Richard and Suzanne Hildner
Bill Hirst Appraisal

Carmen Hobson

Matt and Corrie Holloway

Brett Holmquist

Violet Hoppes

Robert and Susan Howard
Trevor and Kacy Howard

David and Linda Hunt

Will and Leslie Hunt

Ingredion Charitable Foundation
gift match for Victoria Reich
Scott and Barb Janni

Sally Jerde

Jane Karas

David and Rosie Kramer
Joseph and Katy Krezowski
Richard and Marti Kurth

Tom and Cindy LaChance

Mike and Marion Lesnik

Marcia Litchfield

Joel Lockwood

Necile Lorang

Nancy Lundgren

Jim and Norma MacKenzie
Scottie and Gayle MacLaren
Dennis and Anne Malinak
Markus Foods

Wayne and Lois Marshall
John McBride

Charles and Anne Lent McCarty
Jim Mechem & JeanAnne Swope
Duane and Joan Melcher
Paul Moffatt

Thomas Moran

Delme Mundell-Watson
David and Sally Murdock
Samuel and Ruth Neff
Terry and Lynda Nelson

Leif and Gloria Nelson
Network for Good

Clifford Gary Niederer

Ed and Sherri Nissen
Catherine Olsen

Greg and Cyndi Olson

Valli Ostrem

William and Ann Payne
Greg Peck

Juan and Daria Perez

Carl and Kellsey Perkins

L RS

Outdoor learning provides greater access to live instructors, in a safe environment.

Lauren Pipkorn

Doug and Carolyn Pitman
Rick Prestbye

Victoria Reich

Trinda and Jon Rieck
Scott and Janet Ringer
Merle Robinson

Mike and Christine Rossi

Schellinger Construction Co., Inc.

Dave & Kelsey Schmid-Sommer
Eric Schmidt

Susan Schmidt

Russell and Kimberly Schneider
Arri Sendzimir

Andy and Heidi Shors

Will and Bonnie Smith

Beth Sobba

Marcia Spano

David Srere

Christine Stanley

Don and Linda Stolte

William Sturdivant

Swan River Press

Joe and Kristin Tabor
Tamarack Foundation Inc.
Nancy Tigue

Ryan Ulvin

John and Kristen Vandenburgh
Janet Vandermeer

Randall Von Wedel

Rachel Wambeke

Tom and Noel Watkins
Anne Weber

Mary Jane Westermark

Bill and Karen Whitby
Daniel and Janice Whitney
Ryan and Jennifer Wickland
Elizabeth and Joseph Zullo

HONOR AND TRIBUTE GIFTS
Blake Reese Memorial Fund
The Alaska Community Foundation
Nancy and Jesse Thompson

In Memory of Beverly J. Davis
Chip and Marvi Davis

In Memory of Bradley Case
Strodden

Jeff Zerr

In Memory of Richard “Jim”
Tinkler

Edie Tinkler

In Honor of Deidre Corson

Soj Rallo

Dan and Janice Whitney

In Honor of John Kramer & John
McBride

Pat and Missy Carloss

Edie Tinkler

In kind
Jane Copper
Chuck James

Gifts and Pledges received Sept 1, 2019 through Aug 31, 2020

Disclaimer: NVMS strives to accurately recognize and thank its generous contributors. If you discover an error in your listing or omission, please accept our apologies
and kindly contact us to correct the error. Contact Deidre Corson at deidre@northvalleymusicschool.org or by calling 406-862-8074.

Online learning with Jenny Wickland.

Joseph Stroud
Successful Signs and Awards
Jeff Zerr

2019-20 Corporate Partners

Great Room Sponsors:
Charles Schwab

Glacier Bank

Gibson Acoustic
Whitefish Credit Union

Studio Sponsors:
Don “K” Whitefish
River Design Group

Music Maker Sponsors:
Abruzzo Italian Kitchen/Tupelo Bar
& Grill

Alpine Family Dental

Alpine Village Center

Browning Creative — in kind

First Interstate Bank

Glacier Restaurant Group

JCCS Whitefish

Mountain Mini Storage

North Valley Hospital

NXGEN

Parkside Credit Union

Spinning Cogs, Inc.

State Farm Insurance, Tim Murphy
Whitefish Animal Hospital




THANK YOU 2020 GREAT FISH CHALLENGE DONORS FOR YOUR SUPPORT

Kevin and Christine Abel
Charles and Susan Abell
David and Ruth Ackroyd
William and Olga Adams

AGL Foundation

Lin and Kathy Akey

Alpine Village Centre

Ross and Sandy Anderson
Angora Ridge Foundation
Anonymous (13)

Shelly Arbuckle

Summerfield and Julie Baldridge
Dr. Naomi Barnes

John and Mary Ellen Barr
Sharlot Battin

William and Elizabeth Bayne
Carla Belski

Michael Bennett and MerryLynn
Southers

Don and Darlene Bestwick
Cameron Blake

James and Virginia Bowland
Gretchen Boyer

Ralph and Stephanie Boyer
John Browning

Madison browning

Kirk Bryan

Bill and Kay Burg

Len and Sharon Bussard
Cabin 6, Inc.

Kris and Peggy Caister
Giuseppe and Jamie Caltabiano
Susan and Bill Carpenter
Erika Casriel

Connie Cohen

Linda Cornutt

Deidre Corson

James and Karol Corson

The Cowart Family

Karl and Kathy Cozad

Matt and Kate Daniels

Mark and Lynnette Donaldson
Judy Doxtater

Don DuBeau and Jeanne Tallman
Amy Eller

The Engraver, LLC

Bart and Carole Erickson
Marjorie Fisher

Allen and Miriam Foster

Kris and Laurie Fuehrer
Fuzzy Paws Fund

Chris and Brooke Garcia
Robert and Melissa Genovese
Judah and Tanya Gersh
Glacier Bank

David Gordon

David Grady and Linda Engh-Grady
Alexander Gray and Cameron Blake
Michael Gross

Rodger and Arline Hankins
Tom and Sue Harding
Beverly Harris

John and Kathi Hartlieb
Kester Heaton™

Daniell Hildner

Bill Hirst Appraisal

Carmen Hobson

Chris Holdhusen

Justin and Katherine Holley
Brett Holmquist

Robert and Susan Howard
Steve and Jodi Howard

Gary and Jill Hyer

lla B. Dousman Fund Inc.
Scott and Barbara Janni

Paul and Ann Jeremiassen
Christian Johnson Family
Jeffrey and Andraya Johnson
Jane Karas

Daniel and Betsy Kohnstamm
John Kramer and John McBride
John Kramer**

John Kramer

Joe and Katy Krezowski

The Lackey Family

Arnold and Karen Larsen
Patrice LaTourelle

Marcia Litchfield

Jim Lockwood

Joel and Gaye Lockwood
Nick Lowe

Nancy Lundgren

Gil and Joyce Lynch

Adora Maguire

Dennis and Anne Malinak
John and Kristine Manuel
Wayne and Lois Marshall
Marti Kurth Media

Chuck Martin

John McBride

Mike and LJ McClellan

Ed McGrew

McKeever Family Fund

Jim Mechem and JeanAnne Swope
Jim Miller and Jill Henderson
Necile Miller

Thomas and Nancy Moran
Bruce and Melinda Morison
Donald and DeBourah Morris
Mountain Mini Storage
David and Sally Murdock
National Parks Realty of Montana LLC
Leif and Gloria Nelson

Terry and Lynda Nelson
Clifford Niederer

Marc and Kelly O'Brien

Peter 0'Connell

Gregory and Cynthia Olson
Ron and Margaret Osterbauer
Juan and Daria Perez

Carl and Kellsey Perkins
John and Melisa Phelps
Ross and Coleen Pickert
The Pitman Family

Lonnie Porro

Kenneth and Shirley Powell
Rick Prestbye

Leona Prezeau

Brandom Price

Tom and Teresa Quinn
Sojourney Rallo

Donald Rees

The Rieck Family

Scott and Janet Ringer

River Design Group, Inc.
Mike and Christine Rossi
Flint-Sako Family

Tim and Deborah Salt

Community
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Alan and Elspeth Satterlee
Eric Schmidt

Susan Schmidt

Brian and Lyndsay Schott
Arri Sendzimir

Jessica Shaw

Tim and Hilary Shaw

Lucy Smith

Will and Bonnie Smith

Beth Sobba

Jenanne Solberg

Dick and Jane Solberg
Marcia Spano

Spinning Cogs, Inc.
Christine Stanley

Ann Steck

Caroline Stinger

Ryan Stipe

Donald and Linda Stolte
Tamarack Foundation Inc.
Billy Thompson

Jesse and Nancy Thompson
Nancy Tigue

Edie Tinkler

Vanguard Charitable

Roger and Antoinette Wagner
Betty Lou Wambeke

Rachel Wambeke

Benjamin and Katherine Ward
Mary Jane Westermark
Whitefish Credit Union
Kristian Stipe and Erica Wicker
Ryan and Jennifer Wickland
Angie Williams

David and Judy Williams
Trisha Wolf

Elizabeth Zullo

Gifts made IN HONOR OF
*Deidre Corson
**John McBride

2019-20 Board of Directors
Terry Nelson — President
Matthew Bussard — Vice President
Kay Burg — Secretary

Eric Schmidt — Treasurer

Karl Cozad— Past President
John Browning

Sally Jerde

Joel Lockwood

Rick Prestbye

Christine Rossi

2019-20 Advisory Committee
John Kramer — Chair

Ruth Ackroyd

Lin Akey

Ross Anderson

Cameron Blake
Jake Carter

Paul Conrad
Matt Daniels
David Dittman
Jim Kenyon
Betsy Kohnstamm
Josh Kroll

Steve Lull

Kristin Marott
Carolyn Pittman
Scott Ringer
Alan Satterlee
Toby Scott
Jenanne Solberg
Doug Wise

Administration

Deidre Corson — Executive Director
Andraya Johnson — Office Manager
Jessica Shaw— Marketing and Events

Faculty

Tina Bertram, piano and banjo

Ross Bridgeman, piano, Music Tech
Cindy Browne, violin

Griffin Browne, cello

Don Caverly, double bass

Marvilla Davis, voice

Diane Dickerson, piano, flute and harp
Zac Fawcett, trumpet

Amy Haymond, violin

Christian Johnson, guitar, fiddle, mandolin,
electric bass

Dan Kohnstamm, piano

Robert Manni, piano

Karen Pogorzelski, Glee Club

Don Rees, guitar and banjo

Jeremy Reinbolt, percussion

Jill Shepherd, saxophone

Anna Sieler, piano

Tim Torgerson, guitar

Sandra Vasquez, Music Lingua

Rachel Wambeke, piano, violin, viola, voice
Jennifer Wickland, piano, Music Together

Founders
Betsy Kohnstamm
Betty Lou Wambeke




